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Languages
English — Native Proficiency
French — Professional Proficiency
Gaeilge — Limited Proficiency

Awards
Dissertation Prize
University College Cork, March 2026
Awarded by the Department of Government and Politics to the student who receives the highest mark for a dissertation in their graduating class.

Student of the Year
University College Cork, March 2026
Awarded by the Department of Government and Politics to the student who ranks first in their graduating class.

College Scholar
University College Cork, 2023 & 2025
Awarded in recognition of final grades of First Class Honours.

Godolphin Bursary
Godolphin Ireland, Jun 2022
Awarded to the student who makes the most significant contributions to community and school life, as well as having outstanding grades in the Co. Meath branch.

MFL Student of the Year
St Peter’s College, Dunboyne, May 2022
Awarded to the Leaving Certificate student with the most outstanding ability in a Modern Foreign Language.
	

	
	
	EDUCATION
MA Fine Art: University for the Creative Arts, Canterbury, UK
Sep 2025—Sep 2026
· Current Grade: 77% (First Class Honours)
· Academic Representative for MA Fine Art (2025—2026)
· Curatorial Team — Canterbury Environmental Collective
· Major project theme: migration and the politics of nostalgia

BA French & Politics: University College Cork, Ireland
Sep 2022—May 2025
· Grade: First Class Honours with 80% in Dissertation
· Class ranking: 1st (BA Politics)
· Vice Chair of Social Democrats Society (2023—2025)
· Academic Representative for BA Politics (2022—2025)
· Academic Representative for BA French (2022—2025)
· UCC Badminton Club Team (2022—2023)

2D & 3D Textile Art: Munster Technological University, Cork, Ireland
Jan 2024—May 2025
· Part-time five credit degree-level programme
· Practical and theory-based workshops in Crawford College

Irish Leaving Certificate: St Peter’s College, Dunboyne, Co. Meath
Sep 2020—Jun 2022
· Grade: 578/625 with H1 (>90%) in French, English and Politics
· Vice-President of Student Council; Head Girl; BT Young Scientist

PUBLICATION
O’Connor, R. (2026) “Writing the Pieds-Noirs: The Construction of Pied-Noir Identity in Algerian and French Literature”. Aigne Journal, 11, pp. 177–199. doi: 10.33178/aigne.vol11.a7. Available at: https://aigne.ucc.ie/index.php/aigne/article/view/4522/6778.



	
Exhibitions
Forces of Nature
Canterbury Environmental Collective  
Samphire Hoe, 14—15 March 2026

MA Fine Art Interim Show
University for the Creative Arts          
Herbert Read Gallery, 16—20 March 2026

MA Fine Art Degree Show
University for the Creative Arts      
Herbert Read Gallery, 20—31 August 2026 (Forthcoming)

Volunteerism
National Council for the Blind
Community Volunteer
Jun 2021 — Aug 2025

Society of St Vincent de Paul
Youth Programme Volunteer
Aug 2019 — Mar 2020

Friends of the Elderly
Outreach Assistant Volunteer
Aug 2019 — Mar 2020

Contact
Mobile (IE) +353 85 173 8797
Mobile (UK) +44 7486 047508


Email
roisinoconnor.ireland@gmail.com
LinkedIn
linkedin.com/in/roisin-oconnor/
	
	
EXPERIENCE
Student Quality Partner: University for the Creative Arts, Canterbury
Sep 2025 — Present

My position involves providing the student voice to University Quality and Standards processes to facilitate the revalidation of postgraduate courses by providing feedback and recommending amendments to course structures and content to ensure they are current and industry relevant, and giving written and oral reviews to staff and external reviewers at Course Design and Development Validation events throughout the academic year. 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
My undergraduate dissertation, “Writing the Pieds-Noirs: How the Pied-Noir Identity is Constructed in Algerian and French Literature”, required sustained independent research across primary and secondary materials in both French and English under the guidance of my supervisor, Dr Evelien Geerts. I worked closely with francophone texts and scholarship, synthesising competing interpretations and developing an original argument grounded in evidence. I combined close textual analysis with archival research, using the university’s physical and digital collections, as well as physical and digital archives. I then reworked my thesis into a journal article, which required further research and a rigorous restructuring of the argument to meet peer-review and publication standards. 
During my MA I have continued to undertake philosophical and historical research, now through a fine art methodology that treats theory, material and form as mutually informing. This has expanded my research practice beyond conventional textual work to include practice-led enquiry, where questions are tested through making as well as through literature. I regularly engage with exhibitions as research sites; consult periodicals and specialist publications; and make use of physical and digital resources both within and beyond the university to situate my work within current debates.

CAREER GOALS
Following a research master’s and doctorate, I intend to pursue a career in research and produce work that sits at the intersection of postcolonial studies, French and Francophone studies and memory studies. I aim to build a university career combining research, teaching and publication. I want to produce research that is theoretically ambitious and empirically grounded, contribute to scholarly debates and lecture in French imperial legacy and postcolonial memory. Alongside this, I hope to collaborate with cultural institutions, translating research into public-facing work that engages wider audiences and aids in making academic research more widely accessible.






